19971018.ba v01_n732.bam.971018

>From ???@??? Sun Oct 19 13:13:17 1997
Message-Id: <199710182142.QAA10388@sco.theporch.com>
Date: Sat, 18 Oct 1997 16:42:39 CDT
Subject: BOATANCHORS digest 1732

			    BOATANCHORS Digest 1732

Topics covered in this issue include:

  1) Re: WTB parts for RBC
	by "Rudolf H. Salomon" <rhs@pacbell.net>
  2) Collins Filter Specifications?
	by Larry Knigga <lknigga@nwohio.com>
  3) [R-390] Adventures
	by David Medley <davemed@worldnet.att.net>
  4) Reference Check --HRO-500 seller
	by Jim Garland W8ZR <4CX250B@miavx1.acs.muohio.edu>
  5) BA QSO fun tonite
	by Bob Roehrig <broehrig@admin.aurora.edu>
  6) BC-348 Woes
	by Brian Bjerkelund <brianbj@compuserve.com>
  7) UXC-7
	by "glen galati" <eldim@worldnet.att.net>
  8) Re: BA QSO fun tonite
	by Ken Gordon <keng@uidaho.edu>
  9) Re: Comdel Processor Info Needed
	by "Peter Ferrand" <petef@sprynet.com>
 10) Test Equip Manuals
	by Brian Bjerkelund <brianbj@compuserve.com>
 11) Re: 
	by rlahlum@juno.com (Ross J Lahlum)
 12) Re: Orange Drop Code?
	by rlahlum@juno.com (Ross J Lahlum)
 13) VHF Converter: Centimeg FB at 39
	by MNHopkins@aol.com
 14) DFing U Boats (2)
	by FRANKK6NL@aol.com
 15) BC-223 / TU-47 ?
	by hans.zimmermann@itu.int
 16) Cabinet for Apache available for trade
	by Mike Sanders <k0az@i1.net>
 17) ARRL artifact winner
	by "Lawrence R. Ware" <lrware@pipeline.com>
 18) Re: ARRL artifact winner
	by EdKB2NSP@aol.com
 19) Radio Central Insulators
	by Dick Dillman <ddillman@igc.apc.org>
 20) Selling Lowfer Boatanchor
	by dougsterr@juno.com (Douglas A Knoll)
 21) FS: Harvey Wells T-90 and APS-90
	by "Chuck O'Neal" <coneal@ultranet.com>
 22) Re: 
	by Jeffrey Herman <jeffreyh@hawaii.edu>
 23) Re: Radio Central Insulators -- and W2ER's photo.......
	by John Dilks <oldradio@worldnet.att.net>
 24) National HRO-500
	by k4pf@juno.com (Edward J. Knobloch)

----------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: Fri, 17 Oct 1997 18:06:57 -0700
From: "Rudolf H. Salomon" <rhs@pacbell.net>
To: Ho4bart@aol.com
Cc: boatanchors@theporch.com
Subject: Re: WTB parts for RBC
Message-ID: <34480BB0.2318@pacbell.net>

Ho4bart@aol.com wrote:
> 
> In a message dated 97-10-16 13:35:43 EDT, rhs@pacbell.net (Rudolf H. Salomon)
> writes:
> 
> > The ID tags on the front and the top of the case.
> >
> 
> If you can't get these, maybe you could borrow such and take them
> to a trophy shop to be copied in plastic. you can have good enuff
> copies made to deceive anyone but an expert, and maybe the expert
> too, considering the number of variants in military equipment.
> hue miller

THATS AN EXCELENT IDEA HUE!!!!!   I was going to borrow one and scan it
in to my computer to produce artwork to use for etching a copper plate.
Your idea is so much simpler!

Thank you very much!!

Regards, Rudy Salomon

------------------------------

Date: Fri, 17 Oct 1997 22:38:08 -0400
From: Larry Knigga <lknigga@nwohio.com>
To: boatanchors@theporch.com
Subject: Collins Filter Specifications?
Message-ID: <199710180240.VAA00713@sco.theporch.com>

It might not be a Boatanchor, but at least it's a paperweight.  In one of 
my drawers of "randomly acquired obscure stuff"  I found a Collins 
mechanical filter, Type F 68 M 03, Ser 7 N 2.  I *think* it's new, but 
I've had it so long that I can't remember what it's for or where I 
acquired it. I'm tired of seeing it and not knowing anything more about 
it. Seeing the collective expertise of this esteemed group, I thought 
someone might be able to tell me the bandwith, etc.  BTW, If you covet 
it, let me know and we'll work something out.

73's

Larry
___________________
Larry Knigga  (WB8WSK)
lknigga@pop3.utoledo.edu  OR  lknigga@nwohio.com
Oak Harbor, OH  


------------------------------

Date: Fri, 17 Oct 1997 20:08:14 -0600
From: David Medley <davemed@worldnet.att.net>
To: R-390@qth.net
Cc: collins@listserv.tempe.gov
Subject: [R-390] Adventures
Message-ID: <3.0.3.32.19971017200814.00780388@postoffice.worldnet.att.net>

In the last month I have come into possession of 3 R390 radios more or less=
 by accident. Two of them I picked up from Sierra Vista AZ and one I got in=
 a swap deal. The latter is the subject of this report.

It was thought to be from the first Collins production according to the=
 label but it turned out to be by Motorola except for the power supply, PTO,=
 BFO and a few RF coils. It was also thought to be a basket case which also=
 looked to be the case on first inspection. Further inspection tended to=
 confirm this. Nothing worked except the power supply. The PTO sounded like=
 a coffee grinder and the regulated B+ read 300 volts. The radio was really=
 dirty but did not show any real evidence of corrosion so I decided to try=
 and restore it. What did I have to lose except my time!

So I completely dismantled it and cleaned the frame with 409 plus garden=
 hose plus Arizona sunshine and it came out looking pretty good. Treated the=
 wiring harness the same way and cleaned all the controls and switches with=
 TV tuner cleaner. Found some broken wires during this process. Then tackled=
 the audio/voltage regulator. Lots of signs of extreme heat. The cathode=
 bypass cap of the local audio tube had let go showering the surrounds with=
 some very corrosive material. Cleaned all this up with the 409/garden hose=
 method. Replaced the eight 47 ohm resistors, the 8uf cathode cap and the=
 6BH6 DC amp tube and the audio/voltage regulator came to life. Then I=
 tackled the PTO after finding that a replacement was unavailable from all=
 sources known to me. This PTO is not the same as the R390A unit although an=
 390A one could be adapted. Anyway I started dismantling this one and=
 quickly realized that someone had tried this before and given up. Missing=
 screws and insulating blanket. Electrically it looked fine but the bearing=
 for the lead screw was full of some kind of grit. By removing a "C" clamp=
 the thing came apart nicely and I was able to clean and lubricate the=
 bearing. Now runs as smoothly as can be. On re assembly it now works just=
 perfectly. Unfortunately I could not fill it with dry nitrogen but Arizona=
 Desert air is a reasonable substitute I think. I next tackled the IF unit.=
 A clean up and some new tubes did wonders and it came to life. I then=
 removed all the slugs and racks from the RF unit and cleaned them up. All=
 the RF coils were removed and cleaned. Found one broken slug and of course=
 it had to be one of the thin ones from the 17-30 coils. DOES ANYONE KNOW=
 WHERE I CAN FIND ONE OF THESE. The other disaster was the two female=
 chassis mount  11 pin amphenol connectors were broken. As I could find no=
 source for these in any catalog I made some temporary repairs with aruldite=
 but this is a  baling wire type of repair. The calibrator unit still does=
 not work because of this faulty connector I believe. Anyone have any ideas=
 as to how to solve this problem?=20

Anyway this afternoon the radio came to life but still has a way to go. The=
 noise level seems high and is accompanied by intermittent crashing noises=
 which suggests a bad cap somewhere. There are two very large 8uf 300v caps=
 in this radio and I am going to try replacing them with a modern=
 electrolytic type. Anyone know of any reason why this will not work?

I did strip and repaint the front panel and the old warrior looks pretty=
 good.

Complete realignment is the next step.

The R390 is a nice radio for general SW listening. It sounds appreciably=
 better than the "A" model and the three position audio filter is a big=
 plus.

Any comments would be appreciated.



Regards

David Medley  KI6QE/7 aka VK2IMJ

1020 West Oleta Drive

Tucson AZ  85704


<bigger><bigger>Source of R390/390A hard to find parts and special
</bigger>services.

</bigger>

------------------------------

Date: Fri, 17 Oct 1997 23:14:06 -0400
From: Jim Garland W8ZR <4CX250B@miavx1.acs.muohio.edu>
To: boatanchors@theporch.com
Subject: Reference Check --HRO-500 seller
Message-ID: <v03102806b06dd89c68cb@[134.53.65.12]>

Hi Gang,

I'd like to check out a guy selling new HRO-500s in factory-sealed boxes,
who has advertised in the Yellow Sheets for the past couple of years. His
name is Craig Logan, and he is in Philadelphia.  I've talked to him on the
phone, and he's not a ham, says he got a shipment of 15 receivers from the
military, has sold all but 4.  He's a high-pressure salesman type, and
gives a P.O. box number (although, upon request, he gave me his home
address as well).  He wants a fortune for the radio, understandably, but
I'd like to see if anybody else has dealt with him before I consider taking
the plunge.  Thanks,

Jim W8ZR



------------------------------

Date: Fri, 17 Oct 1997 22:37:46 -0500 (CDT)
From: Bob Roehrig <broehrig@admin.aurora.edu>
To: Boatanchors <boatanchors@sco.theporch.com>
Subject: BA QSO fun tonite
Message-ID: <Pine.ULT.3.96.971017223314.12617B-100000@admin.aurora.edu>


Well, I had my first CW QSO in probably 5 years tonite when I hooked
up with Sandy, W5TVW on our favorite 80 meter freq. Conditions were
nice and quiet here and I would have hung in there longer but I have
been in pain most of the day with a toothache. When I signed, Sandy
worked BA Bob, NA4G. Both were S-9 here on the old HRO/M. Although
Sandy copied me with the barefoot 20-A, I did kick on the 100 watt
amp to make it a little easier on his ears. My CW copying ability
leave a lot to be desired, especially in my present condition, but
it was fun and I'll be doing it again!

         UFO's are real!  (It's the Air Force that does not exist)
        E-mail broehrig@admin.aurora.edu           73 de Bob, K9EUI
            CIS: Data / Telecom   Aurora University, Aurora, IL
                      630-844-4898  Fax 630-844-5530


------------------------------

Date: Sat, 18 Oct 1997 00:05:01 -0400
From: Brian Bjerkelund <brianbj@compuserve.com>
To: BOATANCHORS <boatanchors@theporch.com>
Subject: BC-348 Woes
Message-ID: <199710180005_MC2-244F-905D@compuserve.com>

Hi Gang:

I've recently acquired a really a BC-348 in most impressive
condition......except it quit working after a couple of hours.  No smoke,=

no fumes, just stopped!  On digging into the thing I find it has a 110 AC=

conversion built into the chassis at the left rear.  The power supply use=
s
a 6X5 rectifier and a pair of 8 mfd filter caps and what looks to be thr
original round (cylindrical) choke.  Does this ring a bell?  Was there
anything like this in QST, or CQ, or a conversion manual?

I'm sure many of you are familiar with the '348; I was really surprised t=
o
see the aluminum cast chassis and modular components......and when it
worked, it worked great!  Now, I need to figure out what is dragging my b=
+
down to 60 volts under load, from 350vdc with no load; all tubes check ok=

and I swapped in another 6X5, but no joy.  Can anyone help with a copy of=

the manual or remember seeing this conversion anywhere?

Thanks in advance,

Brian, KC7ZDA
brian@compuserve.com

------------------------------

Date: Fri, 17 Oct 1997 22:25:27 -0700
From: "glen galati" <eldim@worldnet.att.net>
To: <boatanchors@theporch.com>
Subject: UXC-7
Message-ID: <19971018053218.AAA2250@glengala>

Hello BA's,
Just acquired an AN/UXC-7 and would like to locate
another to run a test.  This unit is a facsimile.
I have the TM which states the hook-up info but doesn't
state if it will work with any other type of unit.
Does someone have some knowledge in this area?
Thanks, 73, Glen KA7BOJ    eldim@worldnet.att.net

------------------------------

Date: Fri, 17 Oct 1997 22:48:06 -0700 (PDT)
From: Ken Gordon <keng@uidaho.edu>
To: Bob Roehrig <broehrig@ADMIN.AURORA.EDU>
Cc: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
Subject: Re: BA QSO fun tonite
Message-ID: <Pine.BSF.3.95.971017224354.27324A-100000@piobaire.mines.uidaho.edu>

> up with Sandy, W5TVW on our favorite 80 meter freq. Conditions were
(snip)
> worked BA Bob, NA4G. Both were S-9 here on the old HRO/M. Although

I worked W9OK on 40. Started on 7030. Several people yelled, "QRL!!!" at
us so we moved to 7018.  Then my wife called me.  Seems there was a car on
fire in the grocery store parking lot.

Came back to 7050 and worked KB5RKF he was using a Drake R4/T4X.

Lost him in the buzzing which started about 0100 or so and built up in
intensity.

This stuff is starting to drive me nuts.

All I could hear on 80 was TV carriers and buzzing.

Darn.

Ken W7EKB



------------------------------

Date: Sat, 18 Oct 1997 02:04:20 -0400
From: "Peter Ferrand" <petef@sprynet.com>
To: <anders@autopsy.csd.sgi.com>, "Old Tube Radios" <boatanchors@theporch.com>
Subject: Re: Comdel Processor Info Needed
Message-ID: <01bcdb8b$acd04a40$0760afce@SPRY409434>


-----Original Message-----
From: Greg Anders <anders@autopsy.csd.sgi.com>



>
> While wandering the halls of a local surplus store I came upon a little
>box that looked familiar.  Its a Comdel CSP-11 speech processor thats now
mine.


I've got one of these and it's really a pretty good unit. This was the
first, AFIK, of the rf speech processors, the type that generate an internal
sideband signal at some low frequency and then run it through a crystal or
ceramic filter and then clip it, and finally demodulate it back to audio.
Lots of other processors by Daiwa, Drake, Daiwa, and so on used this
technique.

I got good reports with mine, and it compresses more than most of the
others, at least with my voice. This unit was designed for sideband rigs in
the late 60's.

All I have for docs is an ad from Herbert W. Gordon, a now deceased ham
dealer in Harvard, MA. I'd like to get a diagram and manual some day, but it
hasn't been a priority.

Anyway, you have nice unit that's very usable without fussing.

-Pete
WB2QLL
petef@sprynet.com




------------------------------

Date: Sat, 18 Oct 1997 02:07:30 -0400
From: Brian Bjerkelund <brianbj@compuserve.com>
To: BOATANCHORS <boatanchors@theporch.com>
Subject: Test Equip Manuals
Message-ID: <199710180207_MC2-244F-93F7@compuserve.com>

Hi Gang:

In search of manuals for the following:

TS 382F/U Audio Oscillator

FR-114A/U Freq Meter

Precision Apparatus Sig Gen Model E-200C

Will gladly pay costs + ......can anyone help?

Thanks in advance,

Brian, KC7ZDA
brianbj@compuserve.com
On the air again after 35 years......

------------------------------

Date: Sat, 18 Oct 1997 07:58:43 -0500
From: rlahlum@juno.com (Ross J Lahlum)
To: vintage@best.com
Cc: boatanchors@theporch.com
Subject: Re: 
Message-ID: <19971018.075845.8654.1.rlahlum@juno.com>

Here's a quote from the Radiotron Designer's Handbook, 4th ed, Section2:

"The inside surfaces of glass bulbs are frequently blackened.  This has
the 
effects of making them more  or less conductive, thereby reducing the
tendency
 to develop static charges, and reducing the tendency towards secondary
emission
 from the bulb."

73,
Ross KB9JJR

On Thu, 16 Oct 1997 10:30:46 -0700 (PDT) "Robert P. Okas"
<vintage@best.com> writes:
>Hi Gang,
>    I was testing a bunch of octal tubes last night and noticed how 
>all of
>the 6V6's I came across have the inside of the envelope coated with a 
>dusting of what appears to be graphite. One or two of 6SN7's also had 
>this
>coating. I was wondering if anyone knows the purpose of the coating 
>and why
>6V6's seem to be targeted. 
>
>Thanks,
>Bob - W3CD
>
>
>
>

------------------------------

Date: Sat, 18 Oct 1997 08:06:40 -0500
From: rlahlum@juno.com (Ross J Lahlum)
To: jeffreyh@hawaii.edu
Cc: boatanchors@theporch.com
Subject: Re: Orange Drop Code?
Message-ID: <19971018.080641.8654.2.rlahlum@juno.com>

Jeff,

"100" means 10 pf.  The final digit tells you how many zeros follow the
preceding
number. 

73,
Ross KB9JJR

On Wed, 15 Oct 1997 13:06:17 -1000 Jeffrey Herman <jeffreyh@hawaii.edu>
writes:
>On Wed, 15 Oct 1997, Roberta J. Barmore wrote:
>>    Why do they do it?  Standardization, for one: all standard values 
>can
>> be represented by three-digit numbers.  And by not having a decimal, 
>they
>> get by the problem of losing the dot (or gaining a new one thanks to 
>a
>> speck of grime). 
>
>Hi Bobbi,
>There is one ambiguous case: "100" - then you have to ask "Does
>this mean 100pf or 10pf?" It seems capacitance less than 100pf
>will have the two-digit value on the cap, without a trailing
>zero.
>
>73,
>Jeff KH2PZ
>
>

------------------------------

Date: Sat, 18 Oct 1997 09:23:49 -0400 (EDT)
From: MNHopkins@aol.com
To: boatanchors@theporch.com
Cc: kevin.reeves@juno.com
Subject: VHF Converter: Centimeg FB at 39
Message-ID: <971018092342_1859148469@emout04.mail.aol.com>

A 1958 Centimeg 432 receive converter, using 6AB4s Frank Jones called "little
better than crystal diodes," heard a 0.5uV signal last night. A one microvolt
message could be copied from a 39-yeara-old armchair if you could find one.

The classic converter visited the high tech shack of WA5VJB to test whether,
indeed, VHF converters were set up to downconvert to the combined 10/11M band
before the loss to CB in '58.  That seems to be the fact as a 432 mc signal
came out at 26.961, showing a full 2.7 mc of space was available for
converter use before the Good Buddies arrived.  That said, the most common
down converting range in the v. tube age was still 14 -18 mc, with 7-11 and
10 - 14 also seen depending on the arrangement of the general coverage
receivers that predominated.  Classic (Frank C. Jones) theory holds that a
down conversion should not be lower than 20% of the frequency in question,
making 20M a good compromise for both 6 and 2M.  

These and other fun facts will grace the revised edition of my "VHF
converters of the V. Tube age" list, soon to be offered. The provisoional
listing had 17 manufactures, but helpful hams have that figure near 30 now
and still growing so if you know of an obscure VHF converter with tubes,
e-mail me as below.

Those doubting the above Centimeg results should ponder that at the same
session  WA5VJB, Kent, worked France (F3VS) in CW, at 144.031 off the moon.

de ab5l, michael in Dallas, student of Tecraft and International Crystal
(ICM) ham products and momentoes of Six Meter's Golden Age: 1957-58.
 MNHopkins@AOL.com

------------------------------

Date: Sat, 18 Oct 1997 10:51:04 -0400 (EDT)
From: FRANKK6NL@aol.com
To: boatanchors@theporch.com (multiplerecipientsoflist)
Subject: DFing U Boats (2)
Message-ID: <971018104928_-192117181@emout14.mail.aol.com>

Subj:	Re: DFing U Boats in the Atlantic.
Date:	97-10-17 02:13:18 EDT
From:	Ho4bart
To:	FRANKK6NL, boatanchors@theporch.com

In a message dated 97-10-16 13:16:22 EDT,
 FRANKK6NL@aol.com writes:

> Due to  garbles instead of a position one often got something
like "Admiral  Commanding Bermuda Force" !! 

Fascinating subject.
some questions come to mind:
if the message was garbled due to faulty copying ( wrong or guessed
character )  or subtraction error, wouldn't the outcome just be wrong
characters. how would one end up with a whole wrong word? would 
that be guesswork on someone's part, like when QSB had caused a
whole string to drop out? >
 
Yes I guess that was confusing. I might explain that the Code Book mentioned
contained  letters, numbers , and commonly used words and phrases  etc
peculiar to Navy terminology. One entered the book with the subracted number
and read the item which was given for it. An error of even one digit in a 5
nbr group and you were in trouble. The Code Book was not secret but the book
of numbers from which you made the subtractions was. To encode a msg the
process was reversed.

                        Frank

          

------------------------------

Date: Sat, 18 Oct 1997 17:04:30 +0200
From: hans.zimmermann@itu.int
To: boatanchors@theporch.com
Subject: BC-223 / TU-47 ?
Message-ID: <199710181506.RAA07200@ties.itu.ch>


Rich (and the BA gang):

If what I have here is what I think it is, namely a part of a BC-223, then
there must have been at least one more tuning unit in addition to 17, 18 and 25:

Its front is 9" x 1 3/4", stamped "TU-47" and has a (big) xtal holder, a
switch "XTAL / M.O." MO tuning 0...100, "DOUB." and "INT.AMP." tunings
0...10, and two groups of 8 and 4 pins on the back. The cover is stamped
"2.0-2.5 MC", "2313", "51C442" and MFP-10-5? (but the treatment did not
protect it from some rust spots, mainly on the back). I checked it with the
dipper: doubler and amp tune from 2.1 to almost 7 MC, the MO presumably half
of that (I have no coil below 1.7 for my Millen 90651 ...) - all this
without the TX circuits attached, of course. 

Is it what I think it might be ?  I bought it some time ago, simply because
I thought that one day its nice variable caps or the ceramic coil forms
could come in handy - commercial prices for such stuff are frightening (if
SSN catalogue 8 is any reference ...).  Nevertheless, if it can help to
revive one of the "neatest looking surplus transmitters ... ever seen" I
would refrain from the sin of dismantling it one day in the future (no
suitable project or time for it on hand these days anyway).

Hans, HB9AQS

... still looking for a 62S-1 and wanting to trade my HRO-7 bandspread coils
for bandspread coils for my HRO-5.



------------------------------

Date: Sat, 18 Oct 1997 11:03:26 -0500
From: Mike Sanders <k0az@i1.net>
To: boatanchors@theporch.com
Subject: Cabinet for Apache available for trade
Message-ID: <3.0.16.19971018102934.2b871b5c@i1.net>

Greetings All, I recently rescued a cabinet for the Heath Apache.
It is in good condition. Some scratches and surface rust at these
points but no pitting or pocked paint. Straight and undinged or
dented. Will trade it off for something small of equal value. I am
located near St. Louis but could ship this from here.
  I could use HRO50 coils, Drake filters, various speakers, Hustler
mobile resonators......................???????
                                              73, Mike K0AZ  

------------------------------

Date: Sat, 18 Oct 1997 11:51:57 +0000
From: "Lawrence R. Ware" <lrware@pipeline.com>
To: boatanchors@sco.theporch.com
Subject: ARRL artifact winner
Message-ID: <3.0.32.19971018114650.006dbba0@pop.pipeline.com>

In spite of intense competition, a winner has been found.
His story follows:

>many many years ago in November of 1955 I found my self in a very dire 
> situation.  While hunting in the jungles of Borneo I had become 
> inadvertently separated from the safari I was traveling with.  I of 
> course did not realize it until it was apparently too late and became 
> hopelessly lost.  At that moment I panicked and began yelling for my 
> compatriots all to no avail.  It became blatantly clear to me that I 
> was left to my own devices .  In addition, the monsoon season was 
> about to begin  and I knew that if I did not reach civilization soon 
> all would be lost forever.  I was ill equipped to face the harsh 
> reality of the jungle as all I had in my possession was the clothing 
> on my back, and a small knapsack containing among other things a  
> October,1955 issue of QST which I had brought with me from my home in 
> Newington Ct. where I worked as an ARRL employee.  To further 
> complicate the issue, I knew that I had been traveling in area of the 
> jungle  that  was known at that time as "`Headhunters Alley".  Need I 
> say more ?  The jungle was infested with all sorts of wild animals and 
> human predators.  I walked and walked and slashed my way through what  
> seemed miles of dense grasses & swamps until my legs could carry me no 
> longer.  I slumped to the ground in a mental and physical heap.  The 
> next thing I remember is awakening to the sounds of beating drums and 
> alien chanting.  The  nostrils of my nose  stung from the heavily 
> smoke laden air that surrounded. me.  When I attempted to get up, I 
> found my legs had been tethered to two small stakes and I could not 
> walk.  As my eyes and mind were becoming accustomed to the light and 
> sounds I groped around with my hands and found my knapsack.  When I 
> fully awakened I was startled to see some very large men  dancing 
> around the fire   And one particular individual with a large brightly 
> colored headdress was standing directly in front of me.  As I quickly 
> moved my head left and right I soon became aware of spears decorated 
> with the human heads of recent victims.  My worse fears had been 
> realized !!!  It was apparent that I was about to be counted next in 
> that gruesome tally.  I had to think fast, what could I do ?  How 
> could I escape ?  I realized that there was no way to free myself from 
> my bonds !  I was beginning to prepare myself for the inevitable when 
> I remembered that I still had my knapsack and that  issue of QST with 
> me.  I had remembered that  sandwiched in the pages of that book was a 
> bright shiny new 1955 genuine ARRL window decal / sticker.  I 
> immediately rushed to open the book and retrieve the sticker and hold 
> it up to my captors.  To my utter surprise they were in complete awe 
> of the sticker.  It was if a metamorphous had taken place.  What were 
> a moment ago a group of wild savages were now as docile as all the 
> attendees at a San Franciscan Monk convention.  I was amazed at the 
> power that sticker must have represented to these people. I was able 
> to communicate through crude measures the fact that I would be willing 
> to part with this wonderful Icon of the western world in trade for my 
> freedom and safe conduct to the nearest friendly native village.  
> Before I knew it I had been spirited to a far off village where I 
> handed over the ARRL genuine window decal / sticker to the chief of 
> the headhunter tribe.  I owe my life to that sticker.  Now maybe you 
> can see how much that 1955 genuine ARRL window decal / sticker that 
> you have would  be cherished if it were in my possession. :->

We sure have some *interesting* types on this list....
-Larry


# Larry Ware
# Admirer, Collector, Restorer of National Radio Company
# receivers and other artifacts.
# Orlando, Florida
# lrware@pipeline.com

------------------------------

Date: Sat, 18 Oct 1997 13:33:15 -0400 (EDT)
From: EdKB2NSP@aol.com
To: lrware@pipeline.com, boatanchors@theporch.com
Subject: Re: ARRL artifact winner
Message-ID: <971018133103_126592361@emout04.mail.aol.com>

Hey !  Wasn't that a storyline from one of the " Ramar of the Jungle"
episodes !  Must  be some listmembers who remember them.

Ed K.

------------------------------

Date: Sat, 18 Oct 1997 11:34:07 -0700 (PDT)
From: Dick Dillman <ddillman@igc.apc.org>
To: boatanchors@theporch.com
Cc: omssjh@uclink.berkeley.edu, bmosca@backfire.com, Rex1925@aol.com,
        gmurphy@igc.apc.org, W B Reese <Radions@jps.net>
Subject: Radio Central Insulators
Message-ID: <2.2.16.19971018113107.4f7f3cfa@pop.igc.org>


Greetings, fellow enthusiasts.  I returned from a trip out of town yesterday
to find that my shipment of insulators had arrived.  I already have
insulators from the KPH transmitting station in Bolinas, California and from
what I suspect is the last classic multi-wire flat top antenna still
standing (in Los Angeles at the intersection of the 10 and 110 freeways - I
have the image of such an antenna tattooed on my arm).  Thus you can see
that insulators are no small matter for me.  But the insulators in the box
that arrived yesterday are something special.

These insulators are from Radio Central.  I suspect that name will resonate
magically for many readers of these pages.  Radio Central was the collective
name for the RCA transmitting and receiving stations at Rocky Point and
Riverhead on Long Island, New York - where I grew up.  At one time Radio
central was the largest radio station in the world.  Multiple Alexanerson
alternators were installed there and the magnificent long wave antenna
towers were still standing within my own memory.  Many pioneering advances
in radio technology took place at Radio Central including the transition to
the short waves.  I myself visited Dr. Harold Beverage in retirement and
spent a memorable, sunlit afternoon in his study speaking of radio and
radiomen.  If there is hallowed ground for radio in this country site of
Radio Central must be it.

A small ad recently appeared in ER offering large insulators for sale.  From
the location of the advertiser I suspected these might be from Radio
Central.  They were.  But that was not all.  They were being offered by John
M. Etter, W2ER, the man who was Engineer in Charge of both Riverhead and
Rocky Point during his career with RCA.

A letter from me was answered with a gracious note and a list of insulators
available.  I ordered as many as I could afford but with my order I included
several manila tags with wire leads.  I asked that a tag be affixed to each
insulator describing its history and purpose and that John sign each one.
He was good enough to grant me this favor.  These insulators will thus
always retain their rightful place in radio history.
                
Regards,

Dick


                                     Dick Dillman
                                <ddillman@igc.apc.org>
                                    WPE2VT  W6AWO
                              Collector Of Heavy Metal:
                        Harleys, Willys and Radios Over 100lbs.


------------------------------

Date: Fri, 17 Oct 1997 16:11:07 -0500
From: dougsterr@juno.com (Douglas A Knoll)
To: boatanchors@theporch.com
Subject: Selling Lowfer Boatanchor
Message-ID: <19971017.161108.4622.0.dougsterr@juno.com>

A couple of years ago I was given an RBL-3 receiver as kind of a joke
(It is very large and heavy).  It is a Navy receiver that covers 15kHz to
620kHz.
It says it was made by Wells Gardner, but looks like an old National
receiver.
I believe it is a TRF receiver, but has a regen which can be used for
listening
to CW.  It is in good cosmetic condition.  I did fire it up a few years
ago.  I 
didn't hear much but the local airport nav. beacon.  So it needs some
work.
But It would cover the lowfer band.  I kept it as a curiosity, but now I
need to
make space.  I'd prefer that It gets picked up (I live in MN).  I'm not
sure how
I'd safely ship it.  Email me if you're interested.  We can negotiate.

Dougsterr@juno.com

------------------------------

Date: Sat, 18 Oct 1997 15:12:48 -0400
From: "Chuck O'Neal" <coneal@ultranet.com>
To: "'BA SWAPLIST POST'" <baswaplist@foothill.net>,
        "'BOATANCHORS FREE POST'"
Subject: FS: Harvey Wells T-90 and APS-90
Message-ID: <01BCDBD8.4E946C20@d20.b64.cmb.ma.ultra.net>

Hi folks,

Both are in excellent shape, although I suspect the knobs on the transmitter
may not be original judging from photos in ads I've seen.  They are
all the same and match the transmitter perfectly, however.  Maybe a later 
factory change,  just not sure....$125 for the pair.  Works perfectly. 

73,

Chuck...
 



------------------------------

Date: Sat, 18 Oct 1997 09:36:03 -1000
From: Jeffrey Herman <jeffreyh@hawaii.edu>
To: Ross J Lahlum <rlahlum@juno.com>
Cc: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
Subject: Re: 
Message-ID: <Pine.GSO.3.95q.971018091443.20194B-100000@uhunix5>

On Sat, 18 Oct 1997, Ross J Lahlum wrote:
> Here's a quote from the Radiotron Designer's Handbook, 4th ed, Section2:
> "The inside surfaces of glass bulbs are frequently blackened.  This has
> the 
> effects of making them more  or less conductive, thereby reducing the
> tendency
>  to develop static charges, and reducing the tendency towards secondary
> emission
>  from the bulb."

This reminds me of something I just read; From Schroeder's _Contact_At_
Sea_: "It remained for John Ambrose Fleming, colleague of Marconi and
scientific adviser to the Marconi Wireless Telegraph Company, to 
develop the vacuum tube as a detector in receiving circuits. In
1883 Thomas Edison had noted that the interior of the bulb of his
incandescent lamp had blackened by bombardment from the hot filament
(the so-called "Edison Effect") and had ascertained that this
phenomenon was accompanied by a flow of current - in one direction
only. Pursuing Edison's discovery further, Fleming placed a metal
cylinder around the filament and discovered that he had a rectifying
tube.  The initial application of his "thermionic valve" was in the
rectifying of commercial current, but it gradually came into use as
a component in wireless receivers..." (He continues with talking of
De Forest adding a grid, and the paragraph ends by saying "... this
brilliant contribution has been termed one of the twenty great all-
time inventions.*")

So a bulb's glass envelope being blackened started the ball rolling...

(Next time someone sarcastically asks "Are you still fooling with
tube gear?" you can quote the last sentence in the above paragraph.)

Jeff KH2PZ

*Schroeder's footnote after this sentence refers to Dunlap's _Radio's_
_100_Men_of_Science_, page 165-166.


------------------------------

Date: Sat, 18 Oct 1997 17:21:15 -0400
From: John Dilks <oldradio@worldnet.att.net>
To: ddillman@igc.apc.org
Cc: boatanchors@theporch.com
Subject: Re: Radio Central Insulators -- and W2ER's photo.......
Message-ID: <3449284B.42D6@worldnet.att.net>

Dick Dillman wrote:
			.....snip......
> A small ad recently appeared in ER offering large insulators for sale.  From
> the location of the advertiser I suspected these might be from Radio
> Central.  They were.  But that was not all.  They were being offered by John
> M. Etter, W2ER, the man who was Engineer in Charge of both Riverhead and
> Rocky Point during his career with RCA.

   I just put up a small page with W2ER's photo; taken last summer at
the AWA meet in Rochester, NY.

	check out:  http://www.eht.com/oldradio   click on the "AWA" in the
yellow box.
   
   While there you can check out the Homebrew Radios built by Ralph
Michelson, KG8FA; they're great!
-and- check the AWA auction results with photos.

73' John Dilks, K2TQN
---------------------


------------------------------

Date: Sat, 18 Oct 1997 17:37:39 EDT
From: k4pf@juno.com (Edward J. Knobloch)
To: boatanchors@theporch.com
Subject: National HRO-500
Message-ID: <19971018.173323.7735.2.K4PF@juno.com>



I bought a new-in- the- military-crate HRO 500 which had been stored
by the Marines in Barstow, CA, since 1967.  Opening the crate was akin 
to opening Tutankamen's tomb - a unique experience.

I brought the unit up to voltage slowly, using a small Heathkit
variable DC supply connected to the DC input jack on the rear of the
unit.
The Heathkit supply was  operated with  current limiting cranked in,
to try to safely reform the HRO-500's electrolytics.  After hours of
running on 12V,
I put it on ac, and soon  had a failure of the receiver's regulated power
supply.
The failure resulted in 22VDC plus 5 VAC ripple across the 12V bus,
accompanied by a loud hum, and a fluttering sound as it went in and out
of phase lock.
Accompaning the hum were groans from my soul.

Amazingly, the only failure which resulted was the out of lock warning
light
burning up.  The failure was traced to an open 12V Zener diode in the
shunt regulator
circuit, which seems under-rated. 

The receiver needed alignment, which went very smoothly. 
There is  slightly  more passband ripple than the specs
call for in the IF passband filter (works like the Drake 2B), but I have
been
reluctant to adjust the ferrite pot core inductors in that filter - I 've
got a heavy
hand with fragile inductors.  The book calls for use of a sweep generator
for that alignment, which I don't have anyway - perhaps saving me from
myself.

The receiver is a thing of beauty - heresy from a vacuum tube fan who
normally uses
a Collins 51S-1 or ITT MacKay 3010C  for general coverage use.  The
National family lineage
is evident with that beautiful big HRO dial.

The preselector is good and sharp, a necessity considering that National
used
a 2N706 for the first mixer.  I operate it with a mere 5 ft piece of
indoor antenna wire
 to a Johnson electronic TR switch,  then coax to the receiver input.
This way, the receiver sees 50 Ohms, but doesn't get too much signal
input,
which could produce cross-modulation, the bane of vintage solid state
gear.
 It is surprisingly  sensitive operated like this.

My unit has the "series 88" mods factory installed.   I would like to
hear from other users
if there are any other worthwhile mods.  (Please contact me within the
next few days,
because I will soon be away from home for 2 months.) 

 Where do I mail the National Company warantee registration card?

73,

Ed Knobloch   k4pf@juno.com







On Fri, 17 Oct 1997 23:14:06 -0400 Jim Garland W8ZR
<4CX250B@miavx1.acs.muohio.edu> writes:
>Hi Gang,
>
>I'd like to check out a guy selling new HRO-500s in factory-sealed 
>boxes,
>who has advertised in the Yellow Sheets for the past couple of years. 
>His
>name is Craig Logan, and he is in Philadelphia.  I've talked to him on 
>the
>phone, and he's not a ham, says he got a shipment of 15 receivers from 
>the
>military, has sold all but 4.  He's a high-pressure salesman type, and
>gives a P.O. box number (although, upon request, he gave me his home
>address as well).  He wants a fortune for the radio, understandably, 
>but
>I'd like to see if anybody else has dealt with him before I consider 
>taking
>the plunge.  Thanks,
>
>Jim W8ZR
>
>
>

------------------------------
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